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former two, whose numerous and scrupulous
advocates seem to fancy that any man in the
community is man enough to be postmaster
if only he can wear the party collar and read
the more legible addresses of the letters."

Besides the immediate result of preventing
the appointment of the man against whom he
protested, this incident had lasting conse-
quences for John Meigs through giving him
an insight into the corrupt indifference to the
public good of a strong political element in
Pennsylvania.

In subsequent years he threw himself with
generous energy into the fight to break the
control of this element in state affairs, and
to compass the election by the Pennsylvania
legislature of a reform candidate for the
United States Senate. He did not succeed
in this particular effort, but he was none the
less ready to do his best when called upon for
service on fresh occasions. Into political
campaigns which involved issues that stirred
his loyalty to what he thought was right, he
put the same aggressive power which he had
given to his own work at the school.

On his desk for many years he kept before
him these words of Goethe's: "Wo du hist,
set alles" and he lived up to their challenge
in his public as well as his private service.

With relation to the  affairs  of his  owns the reluc-
